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I. — Laws  and  M.\nneus  of  Jam.^ic.v  illustrated. 
1.  Presumption  of  Slavery  from  Colour. 
"  Tin:  Christian  Record"  of  Jamaica,  continues  to  supply  valuable 
illtistrations  of  the  character  and  effects  of  Colonial  Slavery.  The 
fourth  number  of  that  work  which  has  recently  reached  us,  contains, 
among  other  excellent  papers,  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  on  the 
jtrcsnmption  nf  slavery  from  the  colour  of  the  skin,  one  of  the  mani- 
fold iniquities  of  this  most  unrighteous  system,  on  which  we  have 
frequently  animadverted  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter.  After  some 
stringent  introductory  remarks  bv  the  editor  of  the  Christian  Record, 
his  correspondent,  who  signs  himself  Robert  Grundy,  proceeds  as 
follows  : — 

"  I  was  in  a  gentleman's  house  the  other  day,  and  while  silting  by  myself  in 
the  hall,  I  took  uj)  the  Royal  Gazette  of  November  'I7\h,  1830,  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing advertisement : 

"  Morant-Bay   Workhouse,  Oct.  27,  18.30. 

*'  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that,  unless  the  undermentioned  slave  is  taken  out  of 
tliis  workhouse,  prior  to  Thursday  the  23d  day  of  December  next,  he  will,  on 
that  day,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  jn  the  forenoon,  be  put  up 
to  puljlic  sale,  and  sold  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  at  the  office  of  F.  and  J. 
M' Donald,  in  Morant  Bay,  agreeably  to  tlie  workhouse  law  now  in  force,  for 
payment  of  his  fees  : 

"  Emanuel  Brown,  a  creole  of  Curacao,  5  feet  5^  inches,  wears  whiskers, 
some  of  his  upper  front  teeth  are  lost  ;  says  he  is  free,  and  that  he  came  to  this 
island  in  the  schooner  Eliza,  Captain  Tighe,  during  the  American  war,  and  that 
his  papers  are  with  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Wheelersfield,  named  Richard 
Saunders  ;  taken  up  by  the  maroons,  and  committed  by  Tliomas  M'Comock, 
Esq.,  August  2. 

"  This  negro  was  brought  before  a  Special  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  on  the  6th 
September,  but  could  not  establish  his  claim  to  freedom,  having  no  document 
whatever. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  above  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  appointed  by  law, 
for  eight  weeks.     By  order  of  the  Commissioners.    F.  and  J.  M'Donald,  Sup. 

"  I  had  often  seen  such  advertisements  before,  but,  somehow  or  other,  never 
thought  much  about  them.  This  lime,  however,  it  came  into  my  mind,  all  of  a 
sudden  :  what  a  strange  proceeding  is  this  !  To  buy  and  sell  staves,  some  people 
say,  is  bad  enough.  They  tell  us  it  is  quite  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God  ;  but 
on  that  subject  1  know  there  are  different  opinions;  so  let  it  pass.  Here,  how- 
ever, said  I  to  myself,  is  a  man  who  declares  he  is  free,  and  nobody  comes  to 
contradict  him.  He  gives  a  history  of  jtart  of  his  life,  which  surely  ouglit  to  be 
believed,  till  it  is  proved  to  be  false.  I  think  this  would  be  good  law  in  England  ; 
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and  I  am  sure  il  is  no  mure  than  justice.  Out,  sir,  that  it  i-,  not  law  id  J  mm.  i, 
ttie  fort-v'oing  advenistnifiU  fully  proves.  The  man  is  hrou^lit  tvluro  uhat  i-^ 
tailed  a  'special  sessions  of  the  peace,'  (ihougli  I  think  that  fellow,  Winif-rforrf, 
or  that  otiier  fellow,  Macaulay,  would  ijive  it  a  hanler  name,  and  i.ilk  >omeiliin:,' 
ahout  '  pirates '  or  '  piracy,')  and  there  we  are  told  '  could  not  esuihlish  his  claim 
to  freeilom,  having  no  document  whatever.' 

"  I  boukj'hl  a  new  pair  of  trowsers  the  other  day  ;  but  if  they  brought  me  before 
a  '  special  sessions  of  the  peace,'  I  am  sure,  if  it  must  be  done  by  written  docu- 
ments, 1  could  not  establish  'my  claim'  to  tliem  ;  and  must  go  away  without 
my  trowsers.  Here,  however,  is  a  much  greater  loss  sustained,  and  that  too,  by 
a  still  poorer  man — even  the  loss  of  his  liberty.  We  all  love  liberty — indeed 
there  are  no  people  more  clamorous  about  their's  than  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica, 
at  least  if  we  may  judv'e  from  what  lliey  have  been  doing,  and  saying  lately,  ll 
is  not  very  long  since  Uie  magistrates  of  Trelawny  assembled  to  resist  some  '  in- 
fringement,' I  think  they  called  it,  of  their  rights,  attempted  by  the  British  govern- 
ment;  and  tlie  worthy  justices  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  East,  (the  very  men  who 
formed  what  the  advertisement  calls  a  '  special  sessions  of  the  peace, )  spiiitedly 
met  together,  to  back  llieir  oppressed  brethren  of  Trelawny.  It  is  not  very  long  •«ince 
Uie  magistrates  of  St.  Ann's  refused  even  to  reconsider  their  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Bridges,  and  adopted  some  darning  resolutions  about  '  the  unconsti- 
tutional interference  of  the  colonial  secretary.'  It  is  not  very  long  since  the 
grand  jury  of  Middlesex,  in  their  great  anxiety  for  the  defence  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  as  f'reti/ien,  forgot  that  they  were  upon  their  oaths,  'diligently  to  en- 
quire, and  tiue  presentment  make  ;'  and  refused  to  go  into  the  case  of  the 
reverend  accused,  merely  making  enquiry  whether  a  council  of  protection  had 
been  held,  and  ascertaining  its  decision.  And  the  brave  editor  of  the  Courant, 
told  us  tlien,  '  that  they  had  nobly  performed  their  duty,  and  vindicated  the  in- 
jured rights  of  their  fellow  colonists;'  and  yet,  Mr.  Kditor,  if  these  men,  thus 
strenuous  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  should  be  brought  before  a  '  special  sessions 
of  the  peace,'  I  doubt  if  one  among  them  all  could  '  establish  his  claim'  to  free- 
dom by  written  documents,  and,  if  not,  would  not  the  '  special  sessions  of  the 
peace'  be  authonzed,  upon  the  principle  recognized  in  the  advertisement  before 
us,  first  to  commit  them  to  the  workhouse,  and  then,  secondly,  to  sell  them,  for 
having  put  the  parish  to  the  expence  of  board  and  lodging  ? 

"  From  tins  advertisement  I  have  g-ained  one  piece  of  information,  at  all  events. 
I  have  been  taught  the  mining  of  the  word  'slave'  in  Jamaica.  Mind  you,  it 
is  said  '  unless  the  undermentioned  slave  be  taken  out  of  this  workhouse,  Sic'  A 
slave,  then,  is  a  man  of  very  dark  complexion,  who  says  that  he  is  free,  and  satis- 
factorily explains,  how  he  came,  in  the  capacity  of  a  freeman,  to  this  happy  land, 
and  whose  story  no  one  ventures  to  contradict,  but  who  'has  no  diu'ununts'  to 
tell  it  for  him.  This  is  good,  but  what  I  am  going  to  say  is  better.  Some  years 
ago,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  history.  Englishmen,  and,  I  believe  Creoles  too,  used 
to  go  to  some  place  away  over  the  seas,  called  Africa,  and  there  steal  free  men 
to  make  them  slaves.  The  British  government,  very  properly,  I  think,  forbade 
this  practice  of  taking,  by  force,  a  man's  liberty  from  him,  and  declared  it  to  be 
PIRACY,  that  IS,  the  worst  species  of  robbery.  Now,  I  know  there  is  this  vast 
difference,  between  the  practice  of  which  the  advertisement  before  us  records  one 
example,  and  the  practice  declared  to  be  robbery  by  the  king  and  the  people  of 
England  ;  that  in  the  former  case,  llie  practitioners  stay  in  Jamaica,  and  that  in 
the  latter,  they  went  to  Africa.  But,  Mr.  Editor,  will  you,  who  are  a  learned 
man,  I  am  sure,  tell  us  in  how  many  other  respects  they  differ  ?  for  in  good  truth, 
I  am  unable  to  say. 

"  I  must  just  a-sk  two  questions,  and  then  have  done.  Suppose,  long  after 
'  the  slave  '  has  been  sold,  '  the  documenu'  should  all  be  found,  and  it  should 
really  appear  that  the  man  did  tell  the  truth,  although  he  had  a  black  skin  ; 
what's  to  become  of  him  ?  Is  the  buyer,  (for  it  is  nonsense  to  say  '  owner ')  to 
lose  the  price  of  him,  or  is  the  parish,  or  the  'special  sessions  of  the  peace,'  to 
pay  It  back  again  ;  or  what  is  to  be  done  ?     One  more  question  ;  when  the  ex- 
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penses  of  '  entertainment '  in  the  workhouse  are  all  paid,  what,  after  the  auction, 
IS  done  with  the  surplus  money  ?  Does  it  go  to  the  '  special  sessions  of  the 
peace ;'  or  what  becomes  of  it  ?" 

2.  Case  of  W.  0.  Chapman  and  two  Negro  hoys. 
In  Nos.  G8  and  69  of  the  Reporter  we  ^ave  some  account  of  the 
cruelties  inflicted  on  a  slave  by  William  Ogilvv  Chapman,  overseer 
of  Windsor  Castle  estate,  in  the  parish  of  St.  George's,  and  of  the  dis- 
graceful conduct  of  the  Council  of  Protection  of  that  parish  in  most 
iniquitously  screening  this  man  from  tiial,  and  denying  all  redress  to 
the  maltreated  slave.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanna,  Curate  of  St.  George's, 
who  had  the  Christian  courage  to  denounce  this  case  to  the  public 
and  to  the  colonial  authorities,  was  assailed  by  the  public  press  of  the 
island  (with  the  exception  of  the  Watchman)  with  the  most  envenomed 
obliquy,  and  held  up  to  colonial  o|)probrium  as  a  partizan  of  the 
*'  Saints"  and  a  spy  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  ;  and  two  members 
of  this  same  Council  of  Protection,  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Maxwell,  in  an 
attempt  to  vindicate  their  vote  on  this  occasion,  while  they  were  forced 
to  admit  the  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Hanna,  concluded  their  address  to 
the  public  of  Jamaica  in  the  following  terms: 

"  We  regret  exceedingly,  that  a  clergyman  of  the  Estal)lished  Church,"  (mean- 
ing Mr.  Hanna,)  "  should  identify  himself  with  a  faction  that  seeks  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  or  that  he  should  have  taken  such  a  zealous  part  in  a  political 
matter,  of  which  he  could  have  only  a  confused  and  superficial  knowledge  by 
retail.  He  ought  to  recollect  that  he  was  sent  here  not  to  destroy  Temples,  but 
to  build  them  up ;  not  to  weaken  the  fabric  of  our  institutions,  assailed  by  every 
heartless  demagogue,  but  to  add  strength  and  unanimity  to  them,  to  preach  peace 
and  good-will  to  men,  and  a  cheeiful  obedience  to  constituted  authorities.  We 
are  as  feelingly  alive  to  the  melioration  of  our  slaves,  and  at  all  times  ready  to 
punisii  wanton  severity,  as  any  class  in  the  countr)',  but  the  rude  materials  of 
which  our  population  are  formed,  require  no  small  degree  of  firmness  and  con- 
sistency to  maintain  the  authority  of  a  manager.  We  iiave  pothing  to  fear  from 
Anti-Colonial  virulence,  if  we  are  true  to  ourselves  :  once  divided,  with  so  many 
irresponsible  incendiaries  amongst  us,  and  we  shall  soon  see  our  enemies  triumph, 
and  this  beautiful  island,  now  the  seat  of  peace,  happiness,  and  plenty,  become 
a  sterile  desert."^ 

The  conduct  of  such  "  slave  protectors,"  in  thus  screening  from 
punishment  the  most  intolerable  outrages  against  the  slaves,  in  open 
contempt  of  the  inoperative  slave  laws  which  they  had  assisted  to  en- 
act and  were  vainly  sworn  to  execute,  and  in  thus  identifying  them- 
selves and  the  planters  in  general  with  such  deliiuiuents  as  Chapman, 
could  not  fail  to  encourage  the  frequent  perpetration  of  similar  enor- 
mities ;  and  we  accordingly  find  by  the  last  arrivals  that  his  for- 
mer impunity  has  led  on  this  man  to  new  excesses  of  cruelty  and 
brutality  almost  incredible  even  in  the  demoralizing  atmosphere  of  a 
slave  colony.  The  disgusting  nature  of  some  of  the  details  will  pro- 
bably prove  offensive  to  many  of  our  readers,  but  they  must  not  on 
that  account  be  suppressed.  If  it  be  revolting  and  abhorrent  to  our 
feelings  even  to  read  of  such  things,  with  what  sentimehts  ought 
we  to  regard  the  conduct  of  those  who  perpetrate  them,  or  that  of  the 
scarcely  less  criminal  colonial  magistrates  and  assemblies  who  have 
constantly  resisted  all  adecjuate  redress  of  such  abuses  until  they  have 
attained  a  pitch   of  eiiorinity  which    rrndcr*   concealment  vain.      Ml 
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(  liapinaii.  proceeding  from  bad  to  worse,  as  Mr.  Bridges  and  •  tli.  i, 
had  done  bcfurc  liiin,  has  at  last  broui^ht  hiiusilt' williiu  the  juri.da 
tioti  of  the  Attorney  (jfiieral,  under  such  circuinstuMces  that  im  u  ^ 
Jamaica  (irand  Jury  did  not  venture  to  throw  out  the  bill.  IIh- 
followinjj:  are  the  entire  detaiU  of  the  case  as  reported  in  the  W  .itth- 
man  newspapeY  : — 

"  Rfj  V.  Chapman. — The  Attorney-General  brierty  staled,  tliat  this  was  .in  m- 
dictment  prcferrt-d  against  Mr.  Chapman  for  an  act  ot  brutal  outride  c<>mi!iiti<-<l 
on  the  persons  of  two  negro  boys,  who  were  iu  a  bad  st;ite  of  lieahh  troiu  dirt 
fatint».  He  caused  these  boys  to  eat  their  own  excrement ;  and  afierw.irds  toiii- 
j>elled  lliem  to  scourije  each  other  in  a  very  severe  manner,  lie  vsas  mslrutled 
to  call  witnesses  wlio  would  prove  the  charges  laid  in  the  indictnient. 

"  Mr.  Spencer  is  book-k.eO[)er  on  Windsor  Custle  estate  ;  kiio\ss  tin.'  j)ns<.n»T  , 
he  was  the  overseer;  recollects  the  boys  in  question;  between  the  IHth  :iiid  .'Uih 
October,  can't  be  positive, the  two  negjo  boys  were  in  ilie  hospital  fur  eatinj  dirt . 
ihey  were  ordered  out  at  two  o'clock  on  one  of  those  days  by  the  overseer  to 
work,  but  they  did  not  eo,  and  were  flo'Zged  ;  he  a^ain  ordea-d  them  to  Ix- 
Hogged  ;  witness  said,  oh !  no,  let  lliein  alone,  they  will  go  to  dieir  work  to-mor- 
row probably;  the  house  boy  said  they  had  dirtied  themselves  ;  Chapiuan  said, 
make  them  eat  it;  tlie  house  boy,  Henry  Forbes,  said  they  would  not  <i'j  ^o  fur 
him  ;  Chapman  then  came  down,  took  the  whip  out  of  Henry's  hand,  ana  i  ause<l 
ihem  to  eat  it ;  of  this  he  is  positive. 

"  Cross-examined  hy  3/r.  Finiton — Was  quite  near  enough  to  hear  and  see  wh  a 
]'asse<l  ;  knows  a  person  of  the  name  of  Donn  ;  they  are  brother  bo<jk-kee|)epj ; 
have  had  several  conversations  %viih  him  relative  to  this  transaction  ;  had  a  con- 
versation with  him  prior  to  tlie  meeting  of  the  magistrates  at  Golden  Grove  ;  never 
tuld  him  any  other  story  tiian  the  one  he  had  just  told  ;  is  positive  of  the  truth  of 
vshat  he  had  said. 

"  Dr.  Uoberison  sworn — Is  medical  attendant  at  Windsor  Castle ;  knows  tJie 
two  boys  ;  their  condition  was  very  bad  ;  he  recommended  Mr.  C  hapman  to 
take  the  boys  into  the  house,  in  order  to  their  being  taken  care  of  and  properly 
fed  ;  Chapman  said  lie  had  nothing  to  give  them,  if  he  had  he  would.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  they  were  more  hungry  than  any  thing  else:  this  is  as  far  as 
regards  one  boy  ;  the  other  w;is  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  from  tlie  want  of  food  ;  I 
told  Mr.  Chapman  to  take  him  from  the  hospital,  and  give  him  food  ;  fie  %utd  he 
hid  none  ;  I  told  him  to  apply  to  Mr.  Lambie  if  he  liad  none.  On  my  second 
visit  to  the  hospital  I  found  the  boys  all  scratched ;  I  -oked  Chapman  what  was 
the  matter  with  them,  he  said  they  had  been  tiijhting;  I  thought  it  very  strange 
that  two  boys  who  were  ahnosl  unable  to  stand  could  have  been  fighting  ;  they 
were  all  bloody  and  bniised  ;  I  recommended  them  to  be  taken  care  of  \xui\  ted; 
medicine  could  have  been  of  no  use  whatever.  On  my  tiiird  visit  there  was  no 
improvement  at  all  in  their  condition  ;  one  of  them  was  about  seven,  the  other 
about  nine  years  of  age ;  one  was  naked,  the  other  partially  so  ;  he  had  ->onie 
rags  about  him. 

"  Case  for  the  Crown  closed. 

"  Mr.  Panton,  for  the  defence,  said  he  had  no  evidence  to  offer. 

"  Chief  Justice — Gentlemen,  you  have  he.ird  the  evidence  which  h;i3  been  ad- 
duced, and  you  have  also  heard  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  defence.  The 
Court  expected  that  in  the  course  of  the  cross-examination  evidence  would  have 
been  elicited  of  a  contrary  ilescnptidn — this  has  not  been  done.  The  evidence, 
tlierefore,  remains  uncontroverted — an<l  leaving  the  case  to  your  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, we  consider  further  observation  from  us  perfectly  unnecessary. 

'•  The  Jury,  after  consulting  for  a  few  minutes,  without  retiring,  returned  a 
verdict  of  giiilty. — Upon  which  the  Attorney-General  moved  that  Chapman  b« 
( omniitte<l." 

On  this  case  the  iulitor  rd'  the  Watchman  makes  the  followiii);  r*?- 
rnaiks  :  — 
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"  Tite  trial  of  Chapman  is  one  which  cannot  be  perused  with  any  otliei  focliiA.^ 
than  tliose  of  astonishment  and  disgust — astonishment,  that  a  wretcli  conl<i  Iv 
found  in  liumaii  sl)apo,  so  depraved  as  to  commit  the  act  of  wliicli  Chapman  1>^^ 
been  found  Ruilly  :  and  disgust,  at  the  until  now  unheard-of  method  of  punisli 
ment  adopted  by  tins  man  monster. 

"  We  have  bL-eii  repeatedly  accused  of  being  unnecessarily  severe  upon  lli'^'"' 
who  have  the  management  of  slaves  in  the  country  parishes,  and  of  being  vidlciu 
in  our  advocacy  of  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  but  we  would  ask  thos. 
who  thus  charge  us  with  undue  severity,  whether  the  tender  mercies  of  such  nier. 
as  Chapman  are  not  cruelties,  and  if  it  be  possible  to  find  language  sufticienll^ 
strong  to  express  our  reprobation  of  such  conduct.  It  is  easy  to  anticipate  ihf 
reply  winch  the  advocates  for  tlie  perpetuity  of  slavery  will  bring  forward.  NN  < 
are  aware  that  it  will  unblushingly  be  asserted  that  such  are  only  exceptions  to  thr 
genend  conduct  of  overseers.  A  little,  vei^-  Hide  acquaintance  with  the  system 
will,  however,  satisfy  reasonable  men  to  the  contrary.  So  loni;  as  unlimited 
power  is  vested  in  the  hand':  of  men  who  equally  disregard  all  laws,  wheihei 
human  or  divine,  so  long  will  cases  of  cruelty  continue  to  present  tlicrnsflvcs. 

"  .Some  of  our  readers,  perhaps,  remember  the  remarks  which  appeared  in  tin 
public  prints  of  this  city,  and  the  address  which  Uie  grand  jury  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  present  to  his  honour  the  chief  Justice,  inconsequence  of  the  open  and 
honest  manner  in  which  he  gave  expression  to  his  abhorrence  of  die  conduct  o1 
Uiis  very  individual.  We  then  tliought,  and  so  would  any  man  not  blindly  wedded 
to  the  system  of  slavery,  that  the  expressions  then  used  retlecled  credit  on  tlu^ 
head  and  heart  of  their  author. 

"  Mr.  Chapman  has  managed  at  last  to  get  himself  under  the  lash  of  die  law. 
In  August  last  he  committed,  with  impunity  an  act  which,  but  for  the  itiipropoi 
conduct  f)f  die  Si.  Geome's  magistrates,  would  have  been  visited  with  that  punish 
ment  which  it  so  richly  deserved. — It  was  then  thought  by  the  magistrates  tlia: 
he  '  acted  more  from  an  error  of  the  head  tlian  the  heart  ;  and  as  it  was  his  (ir<t 
offence,  wished  hiui  to  be  reprimanded.'  ^^  hat  effect  their  indulgent  coiulud 
has  had  is  manifest." 
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So  .Ml:  distuilianccs  have  recently  occurred  among;  the  slave  popula- 
tion of  Antigua,  in  consequence  of  the  total  abolition  of  the  Suiulax 
Negro  Market,  without  allowing  any  other  period  for  their  accrnn- 
modation.  The  details  have  been  copied  into  the  London  papers  from 
the  Colonial  journals,  together  with  additional  statements  from  private 
letters,  and  the  whole  commented  on  by  most  of  the  newspaper  writers 
and  their  correspondents  in  a  strain  of  wilful,  or  of  ignorant  misre- 
presentation exceedingly  disgraceful  to  the  conductors  (with  some  few 
exceptions)  of  the  English  daily  press.  The  following  extract  of  a 
letter,  dated  Antigua,  April  1,  which  we  copy  from  Xh^  Murniny 
Herald,  gives  the  leading  facts  of  this  "  insurrection,"  as  it  has  been 
termed,  and  exhibits  at  the  same  time  a  fair  sample  of  the  truth  and 
candour  of  the  Colonial  partizans  on  such  occasions  :  — 

♦'  The  island  has  been  under  martial  law  since  the  21st  of  last  month,  and 
still  is.  The  Legislature,  some  short  time  since,  passed  an  Act  doing  away  with 
the  Sunday  Market  altogether,  and  allowed  a  certain  time  (one  month)  after  the 
publication,  to  warn  the  negroes.  They  were  accordingly  warned  each  Sunday 
previous,  by  the  police,  that  they  were  not  to  attend  on  a  Sunday  after  the  month  ; 
but  tliey  were  very  dissatisfied,  and  expressed  themselves  in  strong  language  in 
ihe  police  and  magistrates  ;  in  fact,  they  stated  dieir  detcrmiuaUon  to  atltnd 
market  on  die  very  day  after  the  tinitt  had  ex)iired.  On  that  day  the  magis- 
(mtes,  police   constable,   ivr    attc ndrd    ;  t    i!ic    ni^trkel-placc   by  daylight   in  th<' 
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luomin.;,  iiolwitliblnndiiit;  which  they  (the  >I,im-'  i>vc-mbleJ  in  great  iiu-.U  r>, 
ariiiec!  «iih  bticks,  \:c. ;  nor  was  the  preseiiie  ot  :'',o  maijistrates,  who  c->i.tii;ut-.| 
the  whole  dav  in  the  market,  any  sort  of  check  vl•,\^ll  them  ;  in  fact,  they  apjn ,irf<| 
ripe  for  any  mischief.  That  very  evening  Mr.  I.\v!i  ait's  canes  were  set  onnre,  ami 
durin?  the  nighl  several  otlier  estates — Pells,  I'.lw  .inl's,  Rev.  Mr.  CJilben"-,  Xr 
The  Monday  followinti;  lht-(jovernor  had  martial  l.i>v  proclaimed,  and  on  the  Mon- 
day evenimj  a  duiachnienl  of  the  Id  Ke'^iment  ot  .-.ihtia  was  posted  at  Kn-jfins, 
which  they  had  scarcely  reached  when  six  other  i^i.ites  were  seen  on  tire.  I'/ie 
people  ut  /to mi  and  the  cltrgi/  here  are  the  sole  i  .}..<r  of' it.  When  it  was  >tated 
by  several  planters  that  if  the  Sunday  market  was  <\one  away  it  was  but  justice 
to  irive  the  iR".;roes  another  day,  the  clergy  ilc^linii  they  did  not  ask  another 
day.  L'ouit-martials  are  sitting  everyday-  One  man  was  executed  yesterday, 
and  I  suppose  there  will  be  several  others.  W  ii.it  :s  to  become  of  us  in  lJu>  part 
of  the  world  God  only  knows!  It  appears  to  mo  tliat  the  proprietors  at  home 
do  not  exert  themselves  sufficiently.  When  this  >i.ue  of  things  is  to  be  at  an  end 
I  know  not." 

Such  is  tlio  statement  of  tlie  Antijijuii  ov.u respondent  :  now  for  the 
facts.  Wo  shall  iidopt  for  the  present  the  -vcoount  here  ;.^iven  of  the 
conduct  of  the  negroes;  and,  supposing  tiiat  account  to  be  correct, 
we  muintain  that  no  other  result  could  have  been  reasonably  e.xfM.-ctfd 
by  the  LcijisUilure  and  Governor  of  Antiu;ua.  as  the  natural  eti'ect  <>(  this 
their  own  preposterous  Act  of  pretended  anieliorution,  but  really  of 
wanton  and  me.xcusable  oppression.  To  allege,  as  the  writer  of  this 
letter  has  done,  that  '*  the  people  at  home"  and  the  clergy  in  Antigua 
have  occasioned  the  disturbances  by  opj'Ks'uh/  the  granting  of  another 
dav  to  the  negroes  on  which  to  hold  their  market  in  lieu  of  Sunday, 
is  one  of  those  examples  of  reckless  and  audacious  falselio'><i,  for 
which  the  partizans  of  slavery  have  distinguished  themselves  beyond 
any  other  writers  in  any  other  controversy  of  modern  times  ;  and  ->uch 
allegations  on  the  present  occasion  are  well  wxirthy  of  the  school  in 
which  M-Queen,  Alacdonnell,  Barclay,  Binge,  and  Co.  are  eminent 
Professors.  The  simple  fact  is,  that  tlie  .Vntigua  Assembly,  after  long 
discussion  and  by  a  large  majority,  jiasscd  the  Act  for  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  negro  market  on  Sunday  without  the  substitiiti(jn  in  lieu 
of  Sunday,  of  any  other  day  during  tlu'  week,  although'  they  could 
not  but  be  perfectly  sensible  of  the  injurious  etiect  of  such  a  partial 
enactment  in  abridiring  the  comforts  and  ileteriorating  the  ciHidition 
of  the  slaves  ;  and  this  oppressive  Act  the  authorities  oi'  the  colony 
thought  tit  to  enforce  in  defiance  of  the  obvious  consequences. 

The  intolerant  and  oppressive  conduct  of  the  Colonial  assemblies, 
in  every  instance  where  they  have  attcm|jtiil  to  legislate  for  the  obser- 
vance of  the  Sabbath,  or  the  religious  instnution  of  the  slave-i,  has 
been  a  subject  of  animadversion,  even  to  satiety,  in  the  pages  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Reporter.  No  farther  back  than  January  last,  in  our 
strictures  on  Sir  George  Murray's  correspondence  with  the  Governors 
of  Slave  Colonies,  (No.  73,  p.  6.)  we  made  some  remarks  respecting 
the  abolition  of  Sunday  markets  in  St.  Vincent's,  which  will  be  found 
most  strikingly  applicable  to  the  present  occurrences  in  .Vntigua. 
Familiar  as  these  remaiks  must  be  to  the  majority  of  «.ur  readers,  we 
are  induced  to  repeat  them  here  verbatim,  both  berause  it  would  not 
be  easy  tor  us  to  state  in  stronger  terms  our  reprobation  of  the  wicked 
policy  which  has  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  ch:«ra<.tcrised  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thtf  authorities  of  Slave  Cf)loiiies;    and  also  because  the 
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passage  in  nupstion  furnishes  an  unanswerable  reply  to  the  unsernpn- 
lons  allegations  of  the  pro-slavery  partizans  (vvhether  residini;  in  the 
colonies  or  connected  with  the  newspaper  press  at  home),  in  menda- 
ciously mputing  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  the  advocacy  of  such 
rash,  and  oppressive,  and  iniquitous  pt-oceedings  as  have  just  been 
brought  vividly  under  the  notice  of  the  British  public,  by  these  An- 
tigua disturbances. 

"  Sir  G.  Murray,"  (we  observed,) "  in  reference  to  the  ninth  clause 
of  the  Slave  Code  of  this  island,  (St.  Vincent's,)  passed  in  December 
182.5,  by  which  the  Sunday  markets  were  ordered  to  terminate  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  says,  he  understands  that  this  is  whoUv  dis- 
regarded, and  in  practice  absolutely  nugatory  ;  and  he  recpiests  the 
governor.  Sir  C.  Brisbane,  to  inform  him  what  the  fact  really  is.  The 
reply  of  Sir  C.  Brisbane  is  very  instructive,  and  throws  so  much  lifrht 
on  the  real  nature  of  pretended  colonial  reform,  and  on  the  colonial 
prejudice  and  partizanship  of  at  least  some  colonial  governors,  that 
we  shall  give  it  entire.      It  is  dated  the  22d  May,  1829. 

"  '  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour  despatch, 
dated  the  2nd  of  April,  1829,  relating  to  the  Sunday  markets.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  the  efforts  of  the  legislature  have  not  been  able 
hitherto  to  put  down  this  irregular  proceeding;  and  such  are  the  in- 
veterate habits  of  the  negroes,  arising  from  a  long  customary  enjoy- 
ment (as  it  is  estimated  by  them)  of  marketing  on  Sunday,  that  no- 
thing but  absolute  force  will  remedy  the  evil  at  present  complained  of. 
The  slaves  consider  the  abolition  of  this  privilege  as  one  of  the  greatest 
hardsliips  imposed  on  them  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  hitherto  no 
moral  improvement,  or  more  strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  has  taken 
place  in  consequence.  The  prices  of  provisions  also  are  increased,  to 
the  great  injury  of  domestic  and  other  slaves  in  Kingstown,  who  rely 
upon  the  market  for  subsistence.  Until  the  negroes  shall  have  ac- 
quired a  sufficient  degree  of  religion  to  induce  them  to  observe  the 
Sabbath  from  a  principle  of  morality,  they  will  not  give  up  their  habits 
of  trafficking  on  Sundays.  I  have,  however,  endeavoured  to  remedy 
the  evil  as  far  as  I  can  by  issuing  most  peremptory  orders  to  the  clerk 
of  the  market,  the  chief  constable,  and  all  others  under  him,  to  carry 
the  law  into  complete  effect.' 

"On  several  occasions  we  have  dwelt  at  great  length  on  the  unjust 
and  oppressive  policy  pursued  by  the  colonial  legislatures  respecting 
Sunday  markets,  a  policy  for  which  they  have  too  ready  a  sanction  in 
the  unaccountable  course  adopted  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  Orders 
in  Council  for  the  Crown  colonies.  We  will  repeat  now  what  we  said 
in  the  Reporter,  No.  52,  p.  G7,  when  treating  of  the  Act  of  Grenada, 
to  prevent  holding  markets  on  Sunday.  It  contains  no  provision 
whatever  by  which  the  act  can  be  made  to  contribute  in  the  very 
slightest  degree  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves. 
They  can  no  longer  attend  Sunday  markets ;  but  no  legal  provision  is 
made  for  their  being  able  to  attend  them  on  any  other  day.  No  other 
day  is  given  to  them  ;  nor  are  they  on  any  other  day  protected  by  law 
from  being  seized  and  sold  for  their  master's  debt«,  which  wo\dd  in- 
evitably follow,  in  a  great  majority  of  casis,  frtxn  travelling  to  market 
on  any  day  but  Sunday.     To  the  slave,  therefore,  witliout  some  law 


'2HS  West    litdtnn   Munifestu. 

which  ?Ik\11  appropiKito  a  certain  diiv  to  his  ime,  aiut  ulnch  -.lull  iir..if<  t 
him  oil  thiit  (Uiy  t'roin  arrest  for  his  master's  debts,  the  pntcudcfl  .-iiiic- 
lioration  ot  either  abolishing;  or  restrictins:  Sunday  markets  is  a  positive 
injury  instead  ot' a  benefit.  It  is  an  act  of  cruel  oppression  superaddtd 
to  all  his  other  wrongs. 

"This  truth  has  been  repeated  in  the  pages  of  the  Reporter,  whenever 
the  same  unjust  toursc  has  been  pursued  in  the  legislation  either  of 
the  crown  or  of  the  chartered  colonies.  It  is  impossible  therefore  that 
it  should  not  have  attracted  notice,  and  that  all  parties  concerned 
should  not  be  full v  aware  that  the  only  effectual  remedy  which  can  be 
applied  to  the  evil  of  a  pul)lic  market  on  Sunday  is  not  only  to  tix,  by 
law,  another  day  for  it,  but,  by  law  also,  to  give  that  day  to  the  slave, 
and  to  protect  him,  during  its  course,  from  being  seized  and  sold  for 
his  master's  debts. 

''The  legislature  of  St.  Vincent's  was  pert'ectly  aware  of  this,  and  yet 
they  art'ect  to  abolish  Sunilav  markets  without  a  single  provision  to 
render  such  abolition  practicable.  Doubtless  the  slaves  consider  this  a 
great  hardship,  and  so  it  is.  And  Sir  Charles  Brisbane  though  equally 
aware  of  the  fact,  insults  the  common  sense  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  by  saving  '  that  notlihuj  but  absolute  force  will 
rented}^  the  evil  at  present  complained  of.^  What  is  this  but  a  com- 
plete misapprehension,  at  least,  of  the  real  nature  of  the  case  ?  Is  not 
then  the  remedy  we  have  proposed  practicable  ?  Has  it  ever  been 
tried  and  found  to  fail  ?  Has  the  slightest  rational  attempt  been  made 
by  this  iTovernor,  or  by  the  St.  Vincent  legislature,  to  facilitate  their 
own  professed  intention  to  abolish  Sundav  markets  ?  And  yet  Sir  C. 
Brisbane,  oti'ering  his  counsel  on  this  subject  to  the  Crown,  to  whom  he  is 
bound  to  irive  tailhful  counsel, tellstheSecretaryof  State  that'  nothing 
but  absolute  force  will  remedy  the  evil  at  present  complained  of;"  al- 
though he  mitrht  know  that  a  better  and  more  effectual  remedy,  one  too 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  views  of  his  sovereign  and  of  parliament, 
and  one  unattended  with  oppression  and  cruelty  to  the  slave,  is  in  the 
power  of  the  leaislalure  over  which  he  presides  ;  and  on  this  he  is 
nevertheless  not  onlysilt-nt  in  his  intercourse  with  that  legislature;  but, 
in  his  communications  to  the  minister  of  the  crown,  virtually  denies  that 
any  such  remedy  is  to  be  found.  It  would  be  difficult  for  us  adequately 
to  convey  our  impression  of  such  conduct." 


HI. — The  uecent  West  Indian  Manifesto. 
A  Manifesto  from  the  West  Indian  Body  in  this  country,  in  the 
shape  of  an  Address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
signed  by  forty-one  gentlemen  '*  possessing  property  in  the  West 
India  Colonies,"  has  just  been  issued,  and  is  now  in  the  course  of 
being  most  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  We 
shall  proceed  in  our  next  number,  (which  will  appear  forthwith,)  to 
examine,  with  due  attention,  the  adventurous  statements  made  by  the 
framers  of  this  Address,  and  to  analyse  what  they  have  given  as  an 
*'  abstract  of  the  existing  laws  of  our  West  India  Colonies;"  and  we 
pledge  ourselves  to  a  complete  exposure  of  the  deC(|)tious  character  of 
the  representations  which  have  been  thus  authoritatively  sent  forth 
•with  most  zealous  activity,  aud  at  enormous  expense. 

S.  Baggier,  Juii.  I'mitcr,  14,  Cartholuiiitw  Close. 


